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R. M. KEELAN DOWNTON  
Somerset Christian College 
10 College Way 
Zarephath, NJ 08890 
732-356-1595 x1103 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D., Theology, 2003 
QueenÕs University Belfast 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 
Dissertation: An Examination of the Nature of Authority in the Church in the Sixteenth and Twentieth 
Centuries With Consideration of the Implications for Inter-church Relations in the Twenty-first 
Century 

B.A., Religion and Philosophy, 2000 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA, USA 

EXPERIENCE 

Teaching 
 Somerset Christian College: Narrative Theology, Old Testament, New Testament (2007-present) 
 Eastern University: Theological Thinking, Old Testament, New Testament (2004-2005) 
 Messiah College: Introduction to Christian Theology, Global Christian Theology (2003)  
 Community Colleges: World Religions, Introduction to Philosophy, Modern Philosophy (2004-

2005)  
 Zhejiang Normal University: Introductory English for Chinese students (Summer 2004) 
 Queen’s University Belfast: graduate assistant for Christian Thought and History, Twentieth 

Century Church History (Fall 2002) 

Ecumenism 
 World Council of Churches Faith and Order Plenary Commission (present) 
 World Council of Churches Commission on Youth in the Ecumenical Movement (present) 
 Faith and Order Postdoctoral Fellow, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 

(2005-2007) 
 Decade to Overcome Violence: designed a course on overcoming violence with the Boston 

Theological Institute (2006) 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIPS 
 Steering Committee, EnVision: the Gospel, Politics, and the Future, conference (2007-2008) 
 Editor, New Horizons in Faith and Order (since 2006) 
 Board Member, North American Academy of Ecumenists (2004-2007) 
 Member, Wesleyan Theological Society (since 2006) 
 Member, American Academy of Religion, (since 2003) 
 Friend of Emergent, Emergent Village (since 2006) 
 Reconciliation Volunteer, Corrymeela Community, Ballycastle, Northern Ireland (2000-2003) 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Books 
Authority in the Church: An Ecumenical Reflection on Hermeneutic Boundaries and Their 
Implications for Inter-church Relations, with a foreword by Howard J. Loewen, University Press of 
America, 2006. 

Articles and Essays 
ÒEconomic Justice,Ó essay for Prophetic Witness, edited by Thomas Hughson, SJ, NCCCUSA Faith 
and Order Commission Theological Series, Paulist Press, forthcoming. 
ÒThe Authority of the Church in the World: An Evangelical PerspectiveÓ in The Authority of the 
Church in the World, NCCCUSA Faith and Order Commission Theological Series, Paulist Press, 
forthcoming. 
ÒEthnicity and Violence in Narrative Perspective: A Preliminary Exploration of the Problem of non-
Intersecting Identity Constructions,Ó Speaking of Unity, forthcoming. 
ÒAssessing the Hermeneutical Moment: Reflections on Interpretive Communities, Ecumenism, and 
Economics in Hermeneutics at the Crossroads by Kevin J. Vanhoozer, James K. A. Smith, and Bruce 
Ellis Benson,Ó Blackwell Reviews in Religion & Theology 15, no.2 (March, 2008): 143-149. 
ÒBeyond Discussion Questions: Reflections on Teaching Ecumenical Method in Anticipation of 
Oberlin 2007,Ó Ecumenical Trends, 36, no.6 (June 2006). 
ÒEditorial,Ó New Horizons in Faith and Order, 1, no.1 (2007):3-5. 
ÒLessons in Ecumenical Formation: Young Adults at the Ninth Assembly,Ó Ecumenical Trends, 35, 
no.5 (May 2006): 1/65-6/70. 
ÒPentecostal Churches in Porto Alegre,Ó joint essay with Donald W. Dayton used as source material 
for ÒGetting to Know our Pentecostal Neighbors,Ó Transforma Mundo, no. 7, p.7, 21 February, 2006. 
ÒThe Environmental Imperative,Ó Tip of the Iceberg: Daily Youth Bulletin at the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference, 2 December, 2005. 
ÒAn Ecumenical Testimony,Ó http://www.ncccusa.org/unity/downton, September, 2005. 
ÒOn Worship,Ó The Bridge: Messiah College Magazine, 91, no.3 (Winter 2000): 9. 

Reviews 
ÒAn Emergent Manifesto of Hope by Tony Jones and Doug Pagitt, eds.,Ó Reviews in Religion & 
Theology 14, no.4 (September 2007): 520-523. 
ÒWar and Christian Ethics: Classic and Contemporary Readings on the Morality of War by Arthur F. 
Holmes, ed.,Ó Reviews in Religion & Theology 14, no.3 (July 2007): 450-452. 
ÒThe Evangelical Moment: The Promise of an American Religion by Kenneth J. Collins,Ó Wesleyan 
Theological Journal 41, no.2 (Aut 2006). 
ÒBodyPrayer: The Posture of Intimacy With God by Doug Pagitt and Kathryn Prill,Ó Anglican 
Theological Review 88, no.3 (2006): 471-472. 
ÒAfter Empire: The Art and Ethos of Enduring Peace by Sharon D. Welch,Ó Reviews in Religion & 
Theology 13, no.4 (Sept 2006): 608-610. 
ÒOne Faith: The Evangelical Consensus by J.I. Packer and Thomas C. Oden,Ó Ecclesiology 2, no.3 
(2006): 372-375. 

PRESENTATIONS 
ÒNew Horizons in Christian Unity,Ó panel presentation, National Workshop on Christian Unity, 
Chicago, April 2008. 
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ÒEvangelicals, Ecumenism, and Emerging Questions: The Paradox of Diversity and Unity at Oberlin 
2007,Ó panelist and moderator, March 2008. 
ÒEntrepreneurial Ecclesiological Narratives and the Unity Project: Techno-Scientific-Capitalist 
Impulses as Ecumenical Challenge and Opportunity,Ó paper presentation, meeting of the Wesleyan 
Theological Society, Duke University, March 2008. 
ÒEcclesiological Malleability as Ecumenical Horizon: An Exploration of Economics as a Metaphor for 
Unity and Emerging Church Discourse as Missional Response,Ó paper presentation, ÒOn Being 
Christian Together,Ó Oberlin College, July 2007. 
ÒDestruction of Neighbor: Ethnicity and Identity,Ó guest lecture, HDS 2829 Overcoming Violence: 
Practical Theology and Conflict Resolution, Harvard Divinity School, April 2007. 
ÒChristian Unity, the Ecumenical Movement, and Theological Research,Ó two-day seminar, Marquette 
University, February 2007. 
ÒFiftieth Anniversary of Faith and Order,Ó seminar, National Workshop on Christian Unity, January 
2007. 
ÒNon-theological Factors in the Ecumenical/Evangelical Divide,Ó guest lecture, TRS369: The 
Protestant Experience, Catholic University, November 2006. 
ÒAn Introduction to Faith and Order: Ecumenical Method and Young Adults,Ó NCCCUSA General 
Assembly Young Adults Pre-event, November 2006.  
ÒInstitutional Ecumenism and the Emerging Church Conversation,Ó guest speaker,  Austin Emergent 
Cohort, October 2006. 
ÒInstitutional Ecumenism and the Emerging Church Conversation,Ó guest speaker, Birmingham 
Emergent Cohort, September 2006. 
ÒThe Church Emergent in Ecumenical Context,Ó Presbyterian Church USA General Assembly, June 
2006.  
ÒResonance, Dissonance, and Nonsonance as Ecumenical Method,Ó NCCCUSA Governing Board, 
May, 2006. 
ÒPentecostal, Holiness and Evangelical Churches in Faith and Order Dialogue: New Questions and 
New Opportunities,Ó Mutirão Workshop, World Council of Churches Ninth Assembly, February, 
2006. 
ÒEnlarging the Ecumenical Tent,Ó radio interview by David Busch, ABC Radio National, Encounter, 9 
April, 2006. 
ÒUnity in the Trans/Post(denomi)national Future,Ó Civitas: After Evangelicalism, Cornerstone 
University, September 2005. 
 ÒResponse to Dissent: Exploring Muslim and Christian Models,Ó Lilly Summer Seminar, Peace and 
Justice in the Bible and the Qur’an, Loyola Marymount University, July 2003. 
ÒVicious Dichotomies: A Narrative Exploration,Ó Belfast Christian Philosophers Society, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, April 2002. 
ÒA Postmodern View of Evangelism,Ó guest lecture, Messiah College, September, 2001. 

MEDIA 
ÒWhy Narrative,Ó pecha-kucha video, February 2008. 
"Opening Doors to Unity," promotional video, co-directed with Kathleen Cameron, July 2007. 
Faith and Order Commission website, www.ncccusa.org/faithandorder, March 2007.  
 


